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RIDING SAFELY: A GUIDE
ACCIDENTS AND UNDERSTAN

Motorcycles can be some
of the most thrilling
vehicles on the road, but
they are also some of the
most dangerous due to
their small size and lack of
protection for riders
during collisions and other
accidents on the roadways
of Kentucky and across
the country as well. In fact,
according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration,
motorcyclists are far more
likely than other drivers to
be killed or injured when
involved in crashes on
public roads and highways
due to their lack of
physical

Introduction

'O PREVENTING MOTORCYCLE
DING YOUR RIGHTS IN KENTUCKY

protection from other
vehicles, obstacles, and
adverse weather
conditions while riding
their motorcycles. As such,
it is important that all
motorcycle riders
understand their rights
after being involved in an
accident as well as any
common Injuries
sustained in such
accidents so that they can
appropriately pursue
damages through legal
action when
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Riding Safely: A Guide to Preventing Motorcycle Accidents and Understanding Your Rights in Kentucky

appropriate or necessary
with the aid of an
experienced personal
iInjury attorney who can
provide insight into this
complex area of law amid
all possible options
available following a crash
involving one’s motorcycle
while on the roads
throughout Kentucky’s
diverse landscape - rural,
urban, mountainous,
flatland - whatever may be
encountered by wayfarer
by bike or otherwise when
using public roads and
highways within its
borders.

This book aims to provide
motorcycle riders
throughout Kentucky -
both experienced and new
- with essential
information about
motorcycle accidents as
well as strategies for
preventing them so that
these individuals have all
the necessary information
should they ever find
themselves involved in
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during their travels across
this great state's varied
terrain. It will also touch
upon topics such as
understanding laws
regarding motorcyclists'
rights, common injuries
sustained in these types of
collisions, filing claims for
damages after being
involved, choosing an
experienced attorney, etc.,
so that those injured may
gain better knowledge
about what steps are best
taken under such
unfortunate
circumstances. With this
knowledge at hand,
hopefully, catastrophe can
be avoided or reduced if
not altogether prevented
before taking off onto two
wheels out on the open
road ahead.
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Motorcycle Accidents in Kentucky
and What You Need to Know

Motorcycle accidents are on the rise in Kentucky and can
have serious consequences, including life-altering injuries
and emotional scars. Understanding the causes of
motorcycle accidents, how to prevent them, and what to
do if you've been involved in one is important for all riders
in Kentucky.

Common causes of motorcycle accidents include driver
error, road conditions, and mechanical failure. Driver
error can include distractions, speeding, and failure to
yield the right of way. Road conditions such as potholes,
debris, and wet roads also increase the risk of a crash.
Regular maintenance of your motorcycle is essential to
prevent mechanical failure.

Wearing proper protective gear is important for riders in
Kentucky. A helmet is required by law and can help
prevent or reduce the severity of head injuries in an
accident. Other recommended gear includes a heavy-duty
jacket, gloves, pants, and sturdy boots. By wearing a
helmet, heavy-duty jacket, gloves, pants, and boots you
can keep your head safe - protecting against or
minimizing the impact of an accident. Get ready to ride
smartly with proper protective wear - maximum safety for
optimal enjoyment.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Motorcycle Accidents in Kentucky and What You Need to Know

Riders can reduce the risk of a motorcycle accident by
practicing safe riding habits, including obeying traffic laws,
avoiding distractions, and being aware of other drivers.
Riders should also make themselves visible by wearing
pright or reflective clothing and using their headlights
during the day.

If involved in a motorcycle accident, seek medical
attention immediately and report the accident to the
police. Document the scene by taking photos and writing
down the names and contact information of witnesses.

It is important to understand your legal rights and options
after a motorcycle accident. An experienced personal
iInjury attorney can help navigate the legal process and
ensure you receive proper compensation.

In conclusion, motorcycle accidents can have serious
consequences in Kentucky. By understanding the causes,
practicing safe riding habits, and being prepared in the
event of an accident, riders can reduce the risk of being
iInvolved in a crash. If you or a loved one has been
involved in a motorcycle accident, seek legal and medical
assistance as soon as possible.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Common Causes of Motorcycle
Accidents in Kentucky

Motorcycle accidents can be caused by a variety of factors.
Some of the most common causes include:

e Distracted driving - Distracted driving is a major cause of
motor vehicle collisions, including motorcycle collisions.
When drivers take their eyes off the road for even just a
few seconds—to look at their cell phones, change the
radio station, or talk to passengers—they may not see an
approaching motorcyclist in time to avoid a collision.

e Poor road conditions - Poorly maintained roads or roads
that are obstructed by debris or other obstacles can make
it difficult for even an experienced rider to maneuver
safely. Additionally, potholes or other uneven surfaces can
cause riders to lose control of their motorcycles and crash.

e Unsafe lane changes - Drivers who fail to check their blind
spots before changing lanes can easily miss seeing an
approaching motorcyclist and collide with them as they
pull into the next lane over.

e Speeding - Speeding is one of the leading causes of motor
vehicle collisions across all types of vehicles—including
motorcycles. Riders who speed put themselves at
increased risk of being involved in a serious accident due
to their decreased reaction time when faced with potential
hazards on the road.

e Alcohol/drugs - Driving under the influence of alcohol or
drugs impairs judgment and increases reaction times—
both of which increase the risk of being involved in a
collision while operating any type of vehicle, including

motorcycles.
Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Common Causes of Motorcycle Accidents in Kentucky

How Can | Prevent Motorcycle Accidents?

The best way to prevent motorcycle accidents is for both
drivers and riders alike to exercise safe driving practices.
Drivers should always pay attention while behind the wheel
and be sure to check their blind spots before changing lanes
or making turns; additionally, they should use extra caution
when passing motorcyclists as they may require more room
than cars due to their size. Riders should make sure that they
are properly trained before getting on the road so that they
understand how to safely operate their bikes; additionally,
they should always wear protective gear such as helmets and
reflective clothing so that drivers have an easier time spotting
them on the roadways.

Motorcycle accidents can have devastating consequences for
victims and their families alike—but understanding how these
types of accidents occur and taking steps to reduce your risk
can help keep you safe on Kentucky’s roadways. If you've been
injured in a motorcycle accident through no fault of your own
you may be entitled to compensation; contact an experienced
personal injury attorney today for advice about your legal
options following an accident in Kentucky.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Understanding the Motorcycle
Laws In Kentucky

With motorcycle laws varying from state to state, it is essential
for motorcycle riders in Kentucky to be familiar with their
safety regulations. Too often, motorcycle accidents occur due
to riders not adhering to their local laws. If you are planning a
motorcycle trip through the Bluegrass State, make sure you
take the time to research and understand motorcycle accident
laws. Not only will this help protect you while on the road, but
it could also save you time and money should an unfortunate
Ssituation arise. Fortunately, there are numerous motorcycle
experts in Kentucky available who can assist in navigating
specific motorcycle statutes or direct individuals toward
reputable injury lawyers like our team at Mory & Colliersmith
Personal Injury Law Firm. So whatever your motorcycle plans

may be - ride safe and keep knowledgeable about Kentucky's
motorcycle accident laws!

Ride Responsibly - Adhere to the Same Traffic Laws &
Regulations for Both Cars & Motorcycles

To obtain a motorcycle operator's license, you must master
the information outlined in the Kentucky Motorcycle Manual.
The manual focuses on the following key areas of motorcycle
operation: Laws, Operator Requirements, Vehicle
Requirements, and Safety Tips. You can also take advantage of
free riding tips offered by many motorcycle dealers. The
manual focuses on the following key areas of motorcycle
operation: Laws, Operator Requirements, Vehicle

Requirements, and Safety Tips.
Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Understanding the Motorcycle Laws in Kentucky

As per Kentucky Law, a motorcycle is defined as a motor-
driven vehicle equipped with a seat or saddle for the operator
and designed to run on no more than three wheels in contact
with the ground. Exceptions include tractors and enclosed
vehicles and mopeds. Small vehicles like motorcycles and
minibikes must meet motor vehicle requirements, such as
registration and a valid operator's license, to legally operate
on roads or highways. Private property is the only exception.
Familiarize yourself with Kentucky Traffic Laws (KRS 186 and
KRS 189) at_http://www.lrc.ky.gov.

To obtain a motorcycle license, you must have a valid motor
vehicle operator's license or be at least 18 years of age to
apply for an instruction permit. Minors must have a parent or
legal guardian sign for the permit, or someone willing to
assume responsibility if neither is available. The permit must
be obtained in the applicant's county of residence unless
written permission and State Police agreement allow for
examination in another county.

Operator/Passenger Requirements

A valid motorcycle operator's license or endorsement on a
motor vehicle license or an instruction permit is mandatory to
operate a motorcycle on public roadways in Kentucky. No

passengers are allowed for operators on an instruction
permit.

Approved eye protection and protective headgear must be

worn by both the operator and passenger while the vehicle is

in motion. Riders over 21 years old with a motorcycle license

for one year or more are exempt from wearing helmets, while S
passengers must be 21 or over to ride without helmets. Those
under 21 years old or with less than a year's motorcycle

license must wear protective headgear.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Understanding the Motorcycle Laws in Kentucky

Vehicle Requirements

Motorcycles must have a permanently attached seat and
footrest specifically designed for passenger safety. Required
equipment includes a rearview mirror, headlight with high and
low beams, taillight, horn, muffler, tailpipe, brake light, front,
and rear brakes, proof of liability insurance, good tires, and

registration. Turn signals are mandatory if the factory is
equipped for the models.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW



Your Rights

THE RIGHTS OF MOTORCYCLISTS AFTER AN ACCIDENT

As experienced personal
INnjury attorneys in
Kentucky, Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC is well-
versed in the rights of
motorcyclists after an
accident. In Kentucky,
motorcyclists have the
right to seek
compensation for their
damages, including
medical expenses, lost
wages, pain and suffering,
and other losses incurred
as a result of the accident.
They have the right to
have their case evaluated
by a qualified personal
iInjury attorney and to
receive a fair settlement
for their claims.
Additionally, motorcyclists
have the right

M
Colliersmith, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

to a trial by jury if
necessary, and the right to
be protected from
discriminatory treatment
by insurance companies
or other parties involved
in the case. If you are a
motorcyclist who has been
involved in an accident, it
IS important to consult
with a knowledgeable
personal injury attorney to
ensure that your rights are
protected and that you
receive the compensation
you deserve.,

&
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If another party was at
fault for your crash, you
must take action. All
drivers must exercise
reasonable care and keep
other road users safe. If
someone breaches this
duty, they must be held
accountable for the harm
they cause.

If you sustained injuries in
the crash, you must seek
the counsel of a seasoned
motorcycle accident
attorney. The reality is,
very few motorcyclists
emerge from accidents
unscathed. You have the
right to seek
compensation for your
current and future
damages, including

medical expenses and lost

wages.

Colliersmith, PLLC
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Your Rights

If your injuries have taken
a toll on your life, it's time
to take action. Lost
income and lost earning
capacity are common
damages sought in
motorcycle accident
claims. And, if you have
experienced substantial
pain and suffering, you
may be entitled to
compensation for this loss
as well. Don't wait, speak
to Mory & Colliersmith,

PLLC today and let us fight

for your rights.

&
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Rights Under Kentucky Law

In Kentucky, motorcyclists have the same rights and
responsibilities as other motorists on the road. They are
subject to the same traffic laws and regulations and must
follow the same rules of the road. To operate a motorcycle, a
person must have a valid motorcycle operator's license or a
motorcycle endorsement on their regular driver's license. The
operator must also use approved eye protection and wear
approved protective headgear while the motorcycle is in
motion. Passengers must also meet certain age and helmet
requirements. Additionally, all motorcycles must be equipped
with certain safety equipment, such as a rearview mirror,
headlight, taillight, horn, muffler, and brakes. It is important
for motorcyclists to be familiar with Kentucky Traffic Laws
(KRS 186 and KRS 189) and to follow them at all times while
operating their motorcycles on public roads.

12

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW



Rights Under Kentucky Law

Responsibilities After an Accident

As a motorcyclist involved in an accident in Kentucky, you have
certain responsibilities that you must fulfill to protect your legal
rights and ensure that any insurance claims or personal injury
lawsuits proceed smoothly. These responsibilities include:
1.Seeking medical attention: If you have been injured in a
motorcycle accident, it is important to seek medical attention
as soon as possible. This will ensure that your injuries are
documented and treated promptly.
2.Reporting the accident: You are required to report any

motorcycle accident to the appropriate authorities in Kentucky.
This can typically be done by calling the police and filing a
report.
3.Gathering evidence: It is important to gather as much evidence
as possible at the scene of the accident, including taking
photos of the damage to your motorcycle and the surrounding
area, getting contact information from witnesses, and noting
any road conditions or other factors that may have contributed
to the accident.
4.Seeking legal assistance: If you have been injured in a
motorcycle accident, you may be entitled to compensation for
your injuries and other damages. Speaking with a personal
Injury attorney can help you understand your rights and
ensure that your legal rights are protected.
5.Your Lawyer cooperating with the insurance company: If you
have insurance coverage for your motorcycle, your injury
attorney will cooperate with your insurance company as they 1 3
Investigate the accident and handle your claim.
By fulfilling these responsibilities, you can help ensure that your
legal rights are protected and that you receive the compensation

you deserve following a motorcycle accident in Kentucky.
Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW



Common Injuries

TYPES OF MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT INJURIES

Motorcycle accidents
often result in serious
injuries due to the lack of
protection that a
motorcycle provides
compared to a passenger
car. Some of the most
common Injuries
sustained in motorcycle
accidents include:

e Head injuries: The
impact of a motorcycle
accident can resultin
traumatic brain
Injuries (TBI),
concussions, and skull
fractures. These

iInjuries can have long-
asting effects and can
be life-altering. We will
be going into more

depth on TBIs on page

&

e Road Rash: Road rash

s a type of injury that
occurs when a rider's
skin comes into
contact with the
pavement or other
rough surfaces during
a crash. This can result
in serious skin damage
and infections.

e Arm and Leg Injuries:

The limbs of a
motorcyclist are often
the first points of
contact during an
accident, which can
result in broken bones,
fractures, and
amputations.

Spinal Cord Injuries:
Spinal cord injuries
can

1 6 Mory
Colliersmith, PLLC
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e resultin permanent
paralysis and can
severely impact the
quality of life of the
victim.

e Internal Injuries:
Internal injuries, such
as liver or kidney
damage, can occur as
a result of a
motorcycle accident
and can be life-
threatening.

It's Important to
understand that these
injuries can be costly and
long-lasting, which is why
it's essential to seek legal
representation if you or a
loved one has been
involved in a motorcycle
accident.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Common Injuries
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Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

A traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a type of injury that occurs when a
blow to the head or a sudden jolt causes the brain to move inside the
skull, leading to brain damage. TBIs can range from mild concussions
to severe and life-threatening injuries, depending on the extent of
the damage.

he impact of a TBI can be far-reaching, affecting not just the person
who suffered the injury but also their friends, family, and community.
Bls can cause a wide range of physical, cognitive, emotional, and
behavioral symptoms that can last a lifetime. For example, a person
with a TBlI may experience headaches, dizziness, nausea, and fatigue.
hey may also struggle with memory and concentration, have trouble
with coordination and balance, and experience mood swings and
emotional changes.

It is crucial to follow all rules while riding a motorcycle, including
wearing a helmet, to reduce the risk of a TBI. The helmet is the most
important piece of protective gear that a motorcyclist can wear, as it
helps to absorb the impact of a crash and protect the head from
serious injury. A helmet that is properly fitted and fastened can
greatly reduce the risk of a TBI and other head injuries, and can also
help to protect the face and neck from injury.

In addition to wearing a helmet, it is important to obey all traffic laws,
avoid riding under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and practice safe
riding habits. Motorcyclists should also be aware of the dangers of 16
distracted driving, such as texting or using a cell phone while riding. It

is also essential to make sure that your motorcycle is in good

condition and that you have the right insurance coverage in case of

an accident.
Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW




Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

In conclusion, TBIs are a serious concern for motorcyclists and can
have a significant impact on their quality of life. By following all rules
and regulations while riding, and by taking the necessary precautions
to protect yourself, you can reduce the risk of a TBI and enjoy your

time on the road.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Spinal Cord Injury

A spinal cord injury (SCI) is a type of serious injury that affects the
nervous system and the ability of a person to control their limbs and
other bodily functions. The spinal cord is a critical component of the
body's central nervous system, connecting the brain to the rest of the
body. When the spinal cord is damaged, the signals from the brain to
the rest of the body may be disrupted or lost, leading to various
physical and mental problems.

One of the common causes of spinal cord injuries is motorcycle
accidents. Motorcycles provide little protection for riders in the event
of a crash, and the impact from a collision can cause severe injuries
to the spine, neck, and back. Even if a rider is wearing a helmet, there
is still a significant risk of spinal cord injury in the event of a crash.

hat is why all motorcycle riders need to follow all the rules and
regulations related to motorcycle riding. These rules are designed to
keep riders safe and reduce the risk of injury in the event of an
accident. This includes wearing proper protective gear such as a
helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. It is also important to
maintain the motorcycle in good condition, with regular check-ups
and repairs as needed.

In addition to following the rules, riders should also exercise caution
when riding their motorcycles. This includes driving defensively and
being aware of other drivers and road conditions. Riders should
avoid speeding, and be mindful of the weather conditions,
particularly when riding in wet or slippery conditions.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Spinal Cord Injury

If you are involved in a motorcycle accident, it is critical to seek
medical attention as soon as possible. Even if you do not think you
have sustained an injury, you should still be evaluated by a medical
professional. This is particularly important if you have suffered a
spinal cord injury, as these types of injuries can be life-altering and
require prompt medical attention.

A spinal cord injury is a serious injury that can have a significant
impact on a person's quality of life. It is important for all motorcycle
riders to follow all rules and regulations related to motorcycle riding,
as well as to exercise caution and take precautions to reduce the risk
of injury. If you are involved in a motorcycle accident, it is critical to
seek medical attention immediately.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Soft Tissue Injuries

Soft tissue injuries are common types of injuries sustained in
motorcycle accidents. Soft tissues refer to the muscles, tendons, and
ligaments that support and connect the bones and joints in the body.
hese injuries occur when there is sudden trauma to the body,
causing the soft tissues to become damaged.

here are several types of soft tissue injuries that a motorcyclist can
sustain in an accident, including:

1.Sprains: A sprain occurs when a ligament is stretched or torn. This
can happen in the ankle, knee, wrist, or any other joint in the
body. Sprains can cause pain, swelling, and limited movement in
the affected area.

2.Strains: A strain occurs when a muscle or tendon is stretched or
torn. Strains can cause pain, swelling, and limited movement in
the affected area. They are common in the neck, back, and arms.

3.Contusions: Contusions, also known as bruises, are caused by
blunt force trauma to the soft tissues. This can cause pain,
swelling, and discoloration in the affected area.

4.Whiplash: Whiplash is a type of soft tissue injury that is common
in car accidents, but can also occur in motorcycle accidents. It
occurs when the head is suddenly thrown forward and then
backward, causing injury to the neck and upper back.

It is important to follow all rules while riding a motorcycle to reduce

the risk of soft tissue injuries. This includes wearing a helmet and 20
protective gear, following traffic laws, and riding at a safe speed.

Proper protective gear, such as a helmet, can help to reduce the

impact of a collision and minimize the severity of any injuries

sustained.
Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
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Soft Tissue Injuries

Additionally, it is important to maintain control of your motorcycle at
all times. This means avoiding sudden movements, braking too hard,
or making turns too quickly. It is also important to keep a safe
distance from other vehicles and be aware of your surroundings at all
times.

In conclusion, soft tissue injuries can be extremely painful and can
have long-lasting effects on a person's life. It is important to follow all

rules while riding a motorcycle to reduce the risk of these injuries and
ensure the safety of all riders on the road.

21
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Motorcycle Accident Claims

SEEKING DAMAGES AFTER A MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT

Filing a claim for damages
following a motorcycle
accident is a complex
process that requires
extensive knowledge of
the law and a thorough
understanding of the facts
surrounding the case.
Mory & Colliersmith, PLLC,
has the experience and
expertise needed to help
you obtain the
compensation you
deserve.

The first step in filing a
claim for damages
following a motorcycle
accident is to gather
evidence to support your
case. This may include
medical records, witness
statements, and other
relevant documents.

Our firm will work closely
with you to gather all of
the information we need
to build a strong case on
your behalf.

Once we have gathered all
of the relevant evidence,
we will use this
information to negotiate
with the insurance
company to reach a fair

settlement on your behalf.

This may involve
negotiating the amount of
compensation you are
owed, or it may involve
arguing the legal merits of
your case In court.

ory &
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If necessary, our firm will
not hesitate to take your
case to trial. Our
experienced trial
attorneys are prepared to
fight for your rights in
court, and we will work
tirelessly to ensure that
you receive the
compensation you
deserve.

Ultimately, our goal is to
help you get back on your
feet and move forward
with your life following a
motorcycle accident. We
understand that this is a
difficult time for you, and
we are committed to
helping you every step of
the way. If you have been
injured in a motorcycle
accident, do not hesitate

to reach out to us for help.

We are here to fight for
your rights and ensure
that you receive the
compensation you
deserve.

Motorcycle Accident Claims

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Deadlines for Filing an
Injury Claim

In Kentucky, the deadline for filing a personal injury claim arising
from a motorcycle accident is typically two years from the date of the
accident. It's important to note that this time limit, known as the
statute of limitations, can vary depending on the circumstances of
each case. If you're considering making a claim, it's best to consult
with an attorney to determine the applicable deadline in your
Ssituation.

A statute of limitations is a law that sets a time limit for filing a legal
claim or starting a lawsuit. The time limit varies depending on the
type of legal action being taken and the jurisdiction in which it is
being filed. For example, the statute of limitations for personal injury
claims in some states may be two years, while in others it may be
three years or longer.

Once the time limit specified by the statute of limitations has passed,
it is generally not possible to file a legal claim or sue in connection
with the same matter. The purpose of a statute of limitations is to
ensure that legal claims are brought in a timely manner, while
evidence is still fresh and witnesses can be located, and to prevent
parties from indefinitely extending the time to bring legal action.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Who is at Fault? Proving Liability
In @ Personal Injury Claim

o prove liability in a personal injury claim in Kentucky, you must
demonstrate that another party's negligence caused your injury. To
do this, you must show that:

1.The defendant owed you a duty of care: This means that the
defendant had a legal obligation to act in a certain way to avoid
causing harm to others.

2.The defendant breached their duty of care: This means that the
defendant failed to act in a way that a reasonable person would
have acted under similar circumstances.

3.The defendant's breach of duty caused your injury: This means
that you must show that the defendant's actions (or lack thereof)
were the direct cause of your injury.

4.You suffered damages as a result: This means that you must
show that you suffered harm, such as physical injury, financial
losses, or emotional distress, as a result of the defendant's
actions.

It is important to note that Kentucky is a comparative fault state,

which means that a court may apportion fault between multiple

parties involved in an accident and reduce the number of damages a
party can recover accordingly. Therefore, it is critical to have a

thorough understanding of the relevant laws and to have strong
evidence to support your claim. An experienced personal injury

attorney like Mory & Colliersmith can assist you in building a strong

case to prove liability in a personal injury claim in Kentucky. )5

Mory &
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Types of Damages Recoverable
from a Personal Injury Claim

In Kentucky, there are two types of damages that you may be able to
recover in a personal injury claim: compensatory damages and
punitive damages.

Compensatory damages are designed to compensate the victim for
their losses and are further divided into two categories:
1.Economic damages: This type of compensatory damage covers
out-of-pocket expenses related to the injury such as medical bills,
lost wages, and property damage.
2.Non-economic damages: This type of compensatory damage
covers intangible losses such as pain and suffering, emotional
distress, and loss of enjoyment of life.

Punitive damages are intended to punish the defendant for their
behavior and are awarded in addition to compensatory damages.
Punitive damages are only awarded in cases where the defendant's
behavior was particularly egregious and intentional.

It's important to note that there may be limits on the number of
damages that you can recover in a personal injury claim in Kentucky,
so it is recommended to consult with a personal injury attorney to
determine what damages may be recoverable in your particular
situation.

Mory &
Colliersmith, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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Contact an Attorney

A TRUSTE
WITH COM

D PERSONAL INJURY ATTORNEY CAN PROVIDE YOU
PASSIONATE REPRESENTATION AND FIGHT FOR THE

COMPENSATION YOU DESERVE AFTER AN ACCIDENT.

Hiring a personal injury
attorney involves an
initial consultation where
they gather information,
investigate and
document the case,
negotiate with insurance
companies, and provide
personal attention and
compassionate
representation.
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Hiring a personal injury
attorney involves an
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investigate and
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Working with a Personal Injury
Attorney

Hiring and working with a personal injury attorney can be a positive
experience if you find the right attorney who you trust and who takes
your case seriously. Here's what you can expect:

1.Initial consultation: During the initial consultation, the attorney
will listen to your side of the story and ask questions to gather
more information about the accident, your injuries, and your
financial losses. This is also an opportunity for you to ask the
attorney about their experience, approach, and strategy for
handling your case. You should feel comfortable asking any
guestions you have about the process, and the attorney should
be able to provide you with clear and straightforward answers.

2.Investigation and documentation: A trusted personal injury
attorney will take the time to thoroughly investigate your case
and gather all relevant evidence. This includes collecting medical
records, eyewitness statements, and other relevant
documentation that supports your claim. They will also
communicate with insurance companies, witnesses, and other
parties to build a strong case on your behalf.

3.Negotiations with insurance companies: Personal injury attorneys
are skilled negotiators who have experience dealing with
insurance companies. They will work to negotiate a settlement
that provides you with the compensation you need to cover your
medical expenses, lost wages, and other damages. If the
insurance company is unwilling to offer a fair settlement, your
attorney will not hesitate to take your case to trial. 8
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Working with a Personal Injury Attorney

4. Personal attention: A trusted personal injury attorney will give your
case the attention it deserves and keep you informed about the
progress of your case. They will respond promptly to your calls and
emails and keep you updated on any developments. They will also
answer any questions you have about the process and help you
understand what to expect.

5. Compassionate representation: A personal injury attorney who
handles your case with the utmost importance will have empathy and
understanding for what you're going through. They will provide you
with a supportive environment and represent your best interests.
They will fight to ensure that you receive the compensation you
deserve for your injuries and help you get your life back on track.

In conclusion, working with a trusted personal injury attorney can be
a positive experience that provides you with peace of mind and helps
you get the compensation you need to cover your expenses and
move forward with your life. Here at Mory & Colliersmith, we
understand that being involved in a car wreck, slip and fall, animal
attack, or wrongful death can be a difficult and overwhelming
experience. That's why we're dedicated to providing personalized,
compassionate, and effective representation to each one of our
clients. With a focus on building strong client relationships, we fight
tirelessly to get our clients the compensation they deserve. Let us be
your advocate and guide in the legal process, so you can focus on
healing and getting back to your life.
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The Benefits of Working with
Experienced Attorneys Like
Mory & Colliersmith

Working with experienced personal injury attorneys in Kentucky
provides numerous benefits to individuals who have been injured as
a result of someone else's negligence. These attorneys have a deep
understanding of the law and a wealth of experience handling a wide
range of personal injury cases, which allows them to provide expert
representation and advocacy for their clients. They are skilled
negotiators who can negotiate with insurance companies and other
parties involved in a case to reach a settlement that is in the best
interests of their clients.

Additionally, personal injury attorneys have access to a wide range of
resources and experts, allowing them to build strong cases on behalf
of their clients. They are also familiar with the legal process, which
means they can guide their clients through the complexities of a
personal injury claim and represent them in court if necessary. By
working with experienced personal injury attorneys in Kentucky,
individuals can increase their chances of receiving fair compensation
for their injuries and receive the support and guidance they need
throughout the legal process.

The benefits of working with experienced personal injury attorneys in
Kentucky include:
1.Expertise: Experienced personal injury attorneys have a deep
understanding of the law and a wealth of experience handling a
wide range of personal injury cases. This expertise can help
ensure that you receive the maximum compensation available for
your injuries and damages.
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The Benefits of Working with Experienced Attorneys Like Mory & Colliersmith

2. Strong negotiation skills: Personal injury attorneys are skilled
negotiators and can negotiate with insurance companies, defense
attorneys, and other parties involved in your case to reach a
settlement that is in your best interests.

3. Access to resources: Personal injury attorneys have access to a
wide range of resources, including experts in fields such as medicine
and engineering, to build a strong case on your behallf.

4. Knowledge of the legal process: Personal injury attorneys are
familiar with the legal process and can guide you through the
complexities of a personal injury claim.

5. Time-saving: Personal injury attorneys can handle all the details of
your case, freeing up your time and allowing you to focus on recovery
and healing.

6. Representation in court: If a settlement cannot be reached,
experienced personal injury attorneys can represent you in court and
argue your case to a judge and jury.

At Mory & Colliersmith, PLLC, we are dedicated to helping individuals
who have been injured as a result of another person's negligence.
Our experienced attorneys specialize in handling a variety of
personal injury cases, including auto accidents, dog bites and animal
attacks, slips and falls, and wrongful deaths. With Doug Mory and
Natalie Colliersmith leading the team with decades of expertise in the
field, you can trust that your case will be in the best of hands. We
take pride in helping injured clients in Kentucky secure the
compensation they deserve for their injury-related losses. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding your motorcycle accident
injuries, auto accident injuries, dog bites, wrongful deaths, slip and
fall accidents, or any other type of injury caused by another person's
neglect, don't hesitate to contact us for a top-notch legal experience.

3
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Questions to Ask When Choosing a
Personal Injury Lawyer

Choosing a personal injury lawyer in Kentucky can be a complex and
overwhelming process, particularly if you've never hired a lawyer
before. It's important to choose a firm that is experienced and
knowledgeable in personal injury law, and that will work tirelessly to
help you recover the compensation you deserve. When selecting a
personal injury lawyer in Kentucky, consider the following questions:

1.What kind of experience do you have handling personal injury
cases? Look for a lawyer who has experience in handling cases
similar to yours, as this will give you a better idea of their
expertise and what kind of results they can achieve.

2.Have you taken personal injury cases to trial? Not all personal
injury cases go to trial, but it's important to have a lawyer who is
willing to fight for your rights and who has experience in the
courtroom.

3.What is your success rate in personal injury cases? Ask the lawyer
about their track record of success and how they measure
success.

4.How do you communicate with your clients? Make sure the
lawyer you choose has good communication skills and is
responsive to your needs and concerns.

5.What are your fees and how are they calculated? Find out how
the lawyer charges for their services, and whether they charge
contingency fees or hourly rates.

6.What is your approach to settling cases? Some lawyers prefer to
settle cases out of court, while others may be more likely to take a
case to trial. 32

7.What is your overall philosophy about representing clients? Find a
lawyer who shares your values and has a philosophy that aligns

with your goals.
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Questions to Ask When Choosing a Personal Injury Lawyer

By asking these questions, you can gain a better understanding of the
lawyer's experience, qualifications, and approach to handling
personal injury cases, and make an informed decision about which
lawyer is the best fit for your needs.
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Preventing

Motorcycle

Accidents

STRATEGIES FOR PREVENTING MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS

Preventing motorcycle
accidents requires a
combination of proper
training, protective gear,
vehicle maintenance,
responsible driving
habits, and defensive
driving techniques.
1.Proper training: Make
sure to receive
proper training
before operating a
motorcycle. This can
be done through
courses offered by
the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation or other
organizations.

2. Wear protective gear:
Wearing protective gear
IS @ must when riding a

motorcycle. Always wear

a helmet and other
protective gear, such as
gloves, eye protection,
and a sturdy jacket. This
will help to reduce the
risk of serious injury in

the event of an accident.

3. Maintain your
motorcycle: Regularly
inspect and maintain
your motorcycle to
ensure it is in good
working condition. This
includes checking tire
pressure, brakes, and
lights.

&
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4. Avoid driving under the
influence: Do not operate
a motorcycle after
consuming alcohol or
drugs, as this impairs
judgment and reaction
time.

5. Stay visible: Wear
prightly colored clothing
and use reflective tape to
make yourself more
visible to other drivers.
Wearing brightly colored
clothing and using
reflective tape will make
you more noticeable on
the road.

6. Follow the rules of the
road: Follow all traffic laws
and signals, and be
mindful of other drivers
on the road. This includes
following traffic laws and
signals and avoiding
distractions such as using
your phone or other
electronic devices while
riding.

/. Keep a safe distance:
Maintaining a safe
following distance from
other

Preventing Motorcycle Accidents

vehicles, especially in
heavy traffic, is also
important to reduce the
risk of an accident.

8. Avoid distractions:
Avoid using your phone or
other electronic devices
while riding a motorcycle.
9. Stay alert: Staying alert
and focused while riding,
and avoiding driving when
you are feeling drowsy is
important for keeping
yourself and others safe
on the road.

10. Use defensive driving
techniques: Using
defensive driving
techniques, such as
anticipating the actions of
other drivers, to stay safe
on the road, can help to
reduce the risk of an
accident.

By following these

strategies, you can reduce
your risk of being involved

in @ motorcycle accident

and stay safe on the road. 3
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Helmet Use and Safety Gear

In Kentucky, the helmet law is established by the state legislature and
regulated by the Department of Transportation (DOT). The specific
law that requires motorcycle riders and passengers to wear helmets
is Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS) 189.285. This law states that all
persons operating or riding on a motorcycle must wear a helmet that
meets the standards set by the DOT. The helmet must also be
securely fastened with a chin strap to ensure that it stays in place
during an accident.

Additionally, the law requires all motorcycle riders to wear protective
eye gear to protect their eyes from wind, dust, and other debris.
While there is no specific law requiring the use of other protective
gear, such as a jacket, gloves, and boots, it is recommended for all
motorcycle riders to wear these items to reduce the risk of injury in
the event of an accident.

It is important to note that failure to comply with these laws can
result in fines, points on your driving record, and even license
suspension. Additionally, not wearing proper safety gear may also
negatively impact any personal injury claims you may make in the
event of an accident.

While these laws and safety gear requirements are in place to reduce
the risk of injury in the event of an accident, they do not guarantee
safety. The best way to stay safe while riding a motorcycle is to be a
responsible rider who follows the rules of the road drives defensively
and takes the necessary precautions to protect yourself while on the
road. 36
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Awareness of Surroundings and
Visibility
When riding a motorcycle in Kentucky, it is important to be aware of

your surroundings and visibility to stay safe on the road. Some key
factors to consider include:

1.Road Conditions: Stay alert and aware of road conditions, such as
potholes, gravel, and wet surfaces, which can make riding a
motorcycle more challenging and increase the risk of a crash. To
stay safe, it is important to always keep an eye out for these
hazards and adjust your speed and riding style as necessary.
2.0ther Vehicles: Be aware of other vehicles on the road, including
cars, trucks, and bicycles. To reduce the risk of a collision, it is
essential to check your blind spots frequently and assume that
other drivers may not see you. Always give yourself plenty of
space and be prepared to take evasive action if necessary.
3.Weather: Weather conditions, such as rain, fog, and wind, can
affect visibility and road conditions, making it more difficult to see
and be seen by other drivers. In these conditions, it is important
to reduce your speed, maintain a safe following distance, and use
extra caution when navigating intersections and other areas
where other drivers may not be able to see you.
4.Intersections: Intersections can be especially dangerous for
motorcycle riders, as other drivers may not see you or may not
expect you to be in their path. Always approach intersections with
caution and be prepared to take evasive action if necessary.
5.Lane Positioning: Positioning yourself in the correct lane and
maintaining a consistent speed can increase your visibility to
other drivers and reduce the risk of a crash.
37
By being aware of these factors and taking steps to improve your
visibility and situational awareness, you can help reduce the risk of a
motorcycle accident and stay safe while riding in Kentucky.
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Defensive Driving Practices

In conclusion of what we have discussed in this white paper, the key
to ensuring safety while riding a motorcycle is to implement
defensive driving techniques specifically for motorcyclists in
Kentucky.

1.Wearing a helmet and protective gear: It's important to wear a
helmet and protective gear, such as gloves and leather clothing,
to reduce the risk of injury in the event of a crash.

2.Following traffic rules and signals: Following traffic rules and
signals helps ensure that all road users, including motorcyclists,
are traveling safely and predictably.

3.Maintaining a safe following distance: Keeping a safe following
distance from other vehicles allows for adequate reaction time in
case of an emergency or sudden stop.

4.Being aware of blind spots and anticipating the actions of other
drivers: Anticipating the actions of other drivers, especially when
it comes to blind spots, helps reduce the risk of accidents and
collisions.

5.Avoiding distractions: Distracted riding, such as texting, eating, or
using a cell phone, can significantly increase the risk of accidents
and should be avoided while riding,

6.Using turn signals: Using turn signals when changing lanes or
turning helps communicate intentions to other drivers and
increases the overall visibility of the motorcycle.

7.Avoiding excessive speeds and sudden lane changes: Sudden lane
changes and excessive speeds can increase the risk of accidents,
especially in heavy traffic or road conditions that may make 38
sudden maneuvers difficult.

8.Keeping hands on the handlebars and feet on the foot pegs:
Keeping hands on the handlebars and feet on the foot pegs helps
maintain stability and control of the motorcycle.
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Defensive Driving Practices

9. Being visible: Wearing bright clothing and using reflective materials
helps increase the visibility of the motorcycle to other drivers,
reducing the risk of accidents.

10. Regularly checking and maintaining the motorcycle: Regularly
checking and maintaining the motorcycle, such as performing routine
inspections and tune-ups, helps ensure that the motorcycle is in good
working condition and operates safely.

By following these defensive driving practices, motorcyclists in
Kentucky can help reduce the risk of accidents and ensure their
safety while riding.
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Motorcycle riding can be
exhilarating, but it also
carries a high level of risk
due to the small size and
lack of protection for
riders. As a result,
motorcyclists are more
likely to be injured or
killed in an accident on
the road. To reduce the
risk of accidents and
handle situations that
may arise while riding on
Kentucky's roads, it's
crucial for all motorcycle
riders to be aware of
their rights after an
accident, the common
injuries that can be
sustained, and strategies
for prevention.

This book provides
essential information
about motorcycle
accidents, laws and
regulations, and the
process of filing claims
for damages.

Colliersmith, PLLC
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Conclusion

If you have suffered an
injury due to someone
else's negligence in a
motorcycle accident, it's
important to seek the
help of a knowledgeable
and experienced
personal injury law firm.
At Mory & Colliersmith,
we understand the
complexities and
difficulties that come with
these types of situations,
and we are here to
provide you with
compassionate and
dedicated support. We
offer a free case
evaluation to help
determine the best
course of action for you.
Don't hesitate to reach
out to us for help in
navigating the complex
legal system and
ensuring that you receive
the compensation you
deserve.
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